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FBI Director Clarence M; 
Kelley has agreed to allow 
his agents, Investigating al- 
legations of burglaries by 
bureau personnel, to bypass 
him and other FBI execu- 
tives and report their find- 
ings directly to the Justice 
Department. 

Kelley also admitted yes- 
terdaj^that he was wrong 
when he said last year that 
FBI burglaries against sus- 
pected domestic subversives 
had been terminated in 1966. 
The bureau, he said, had 
uncovered information about 
break-ins committed by FBI 
agents in 1672 and 1973, and 
these burglaries are the sub- 


' ject of the current investi- 
gation. [ 

His statement came after 
the Associated Press report- 
ed that a special team of 12 
FBI agents, assigned to the 
probe, had been instructed 
not to give their investiga- 
tive reports to Kelley or 
other bureau officials. 

The AP report prompted 
Assistant Attorney General 
J. Stanley Pottinger, whose 
Civil Rights Division is in' 
charge of the inquiry, to 
issue a statement saying re- 
ports that '*Kelley has been 
sealed off from all aspects 
of this investigation are 
wrong.” 

“Mr. Kelley has taken the 
/imusual step of detailing a 


group of FBI agents to assist 
the CivU Rights Division In 
this investigation, and they 
report only to my investijja* 
tlve staff and to me.^not 
through FBI channels^” Pot- 
tinger confirmed. ' ' • 
“Nevertheless,” he add- 
ed, “Mr. Kelley and I have 
felt free to consult each 
other personally as we have 
found it necessary and ap- 
propriate . . , Whatever in- 
formation is shared with 
him remains in his personal 
knowledge and possession 
only and is not disseminated 
to other persons in the FBI 
or elsewhere.” * 

Pottfhger did not elabo- 
rate further. However, it 
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was learned that the ar- 
rangement between the FBI 
and the Justice Department, 
which has policy control 
over the bureau, was set up 
partially to ensure the ap- 
pearance of impartiality in 
the probe. 

Kelley, it was learned, is 
not under any suspicion of 
complicity in wrongdoing by 
the bureau. Nor is there any 
feeling at the Justice De- 
partment that he would not 
conduct a thorough investi- 
gation of the burglaries had 
he remained in charge. 

But, it was felt by Justice 
officials that because the 
investigation might involve 
former or present high- 
ranking FBI officials, the 
probe should be controlled 
from outside the FBI. Kelley 
is understood to have 
agreed and to have assisted 
In setting up the procedure 
under which the FBI Investi- 
gators report directly . to 
Pottinger and his Staff. ** ' 
The investigation, . which 
came to light last week, cen- 
ters on allegations that- FBI J 
agents carried out bur- 
glaries at the homes or of- 
fices of suspected domestic 
subversives during the past 
>flve years. It is not known 
.how many broak-ina took, 
place or how many* agents 
were involve^. 
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nf In makihg that stateipent, 
Kelley said he had relied. on 
a memorandum written by 
Hoover in 1966 .-'‘Itod upbQ** 
the recollections of^urrejttt,^ 
beadquar^fs '^rsbemeL”^ ' 
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a pending lawsuit that fold- . 
ers in our. New ?5fork office | 
contained infbt^tion con- 
cerning entries' subsequent .r I 
to 1966 {tod^thc .pbpartment^’ ; 
of Justice was.^nhtl^;thav^ 
' same day by 
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“that rfSamed of the c^st- 
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